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G1 Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #6

Story
King Babar

The Story of Babar is a fictional children’s book that
was first published in 1931.

French author Jean de Brunhoff’s clever prose and
wonderful illustrations made the story an immediate
hit. An elephant named Babar is the story’s main
character.

In the story, Babar leaves the savannah and visits

tha hin ~itv in Aardar tn rarocive an adiicatinn hafara
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Please inform your teacher “name of the material” before the |esson.
(Sendind a link won't convey the messade. )

Ariel Dorfman, asserts that the book justified French
colonialism and promotes the supposed benefits of
Western values.

But the book also has defenders who say that the
critics fail to appreciate the author’s wit.

In fact, U.S. author Adam Gopnik claims that the
story is actually a satire that attempts to mock early
20t™-century French Colonialism and pretensions.
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s The adoption of human dress and manners by the
26 elephants is meant to be humorous, portraying the
27 civilizing ideal as comical.

25 Children find the story’s contrast between humans
29 both absurd but also charming and memorable.

30

21 Vocabulary Practice

32 Try making sentences using these vocabulary words.

;3 savannah: ¥ colonialism: HHER#T&E
. satire: JEH]

--------

TERTF X RFLw A VAIC “Hi D" CREAET T LT LG
() v 71201F> TEHERTHMzHY Tt Ao ) :
AZ2ZF AN AFvw k or FHEFOIX Y FEICEEA
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o 2. Whatis the story of Babar about?

2 3. What does Chilean writer Ariel Dorfman assert
13 about The Story of Babar?

44

s 4. How does Adam Gopnik defend The Story of

16 Babar?

47

15 5. Whatis the example Adam Gopnik gives for the
19 absurdity of the story?
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50

si Your Thoughts

522X Give your own opinion about these questions. Try answering the

53 questions yourself before skipping to the sample answers.

54

s 6. Have you ever read The Story of Babar?

56

s /. Based on what is written here, what do you think
58 the intent of The Story of Babar is?

59

« 8. What were some of your favorite books as a child?

A1

nnnnnnnn
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« Sample Answers

s 1. Because of French author Jean de Bunnoff's

69 clever prose and wonderful illustrations.

n 2. Babar leaves the savannah and visits the big city
71 in order to receive an education before returning
72 back to the savannah and becoming king. As king
73 he teaches the other elephants the ways of the

74 City.
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3. He asserts that the book justified French
colonialism and promotes the supposed benefits
of Western values.

4. He claims that the story is actually a satire that
attempts to mock early 20th-century French
Colonialism and pretensions.

5. The adoption of human dress and manners by the
elephants is meant to be humorous, portraying the
civilizing ideal as comical.

6. Yes, | have read this book and many of its
sequels. | have also seen cartoons based on this

hAnl,
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8. | liked books by Dr. Seuss and books about
Snoopy.

9. | do think that children’s books created long ago
might not have always considered how all peoples
might feel reading it or seeing the pictures. There
are always many children’s books though so the
ones that haven't aged well can be avoided.

10.When you make art, you don't always know how it
will be interpreted by other people. They may see
things in it that you didn't intend. It is always good
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101 to try thinking about what you create from

102 different points of view.

103 EMOFER

104 fictional: /NGED be published: HHiRX L3  prose: 8L
105 main character: AL savannah: ¥ 3

106 be criticized: XN 3 colonialism: HERMEE  wit: B
107 satire: JER] be meanttobe: THBZ L EZEXL 7z

108 attemptstodo: £ T mock: HX%E S pretension: EiR

109 comical: Z oWk

110
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